Faculty Senate Action Item
No. 10-17

Subject: Revision of Honors Advisory Committee

Justification: We are asking for a change in the composition of members serving on the Honors
Advisory Board. Specifically, the current student make-up of the Honors Advisory Board does
not reflect the wishes of the Honors Student Council as well as the make-up of similar
committees at comparable universities. Other established Honors programs have an Honors
Student Council. As of March 2010, we do too. Representatives from the student council serve
the students’ interests on a committee at the faculty/administrative level. We wish to see the
same student interaction at Washburn University.

Old Language:
Honors Advisory Board

The purpose of the Honors Advisory Board is to encourage faculty participation in and foster a
diversified honors program for Washburn students. Its responsibilities are to advise the Dean of
Honors in developing policies relating to administration of the honors program, to devise
seminars, colloquia and special course sections for honor students, to coordinate efforts of
faculty members, department heads and appropriate deans to implement courses, and to approve
selection of courses to be offered. The Board was established by University Council, and reports
its recommendations to the Dean of University Honors.

Membership includes the Dean of University Honors, one Library faculty member appointed by
the Director of Mabee Library, one faculty member representing each of the Schools, one faculty
member from each division in the College, and three students involved in Honors appointed by
the Washburn Student Association in consultation with the Honors Advisory Board.

New Language:
Honors Advisory Board

The purpose of the Honors Advisory Board is to encourage faculty participation in and foster a
diversified honors program for Washburn students. Its responsibilities are to advise the Dean of
Honors in developing policies relating to administration of the honors program; to devise
seminars, colloguia and special course sections for honor students; to coordinate efforts of
faculty members, department heads and appropriate deans to implement courses; and to approve



selection of courses to be offered. The Board was established by University Council, and reports
its recommendations to the Dean of University Honors.

Membership includes the Dean of University Honors, one Library faculty member appointed by
the Director of Mabee Library, one faculty member representing each of the Schools, one faculty
member from each division in the College, and three students. Two of the students will be
appointed by the President of the University Honors Student Council. The third student must be
involved in Honors and will be appointed by the Washburn Student Government Association in
consultation with the Honors Advisory Board.

Financial Implications: None
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